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The United States of Amer.ica feole that pla.·tforms should not fall within 

the purview of Annex II when in their designated operational mode. 

As opposed to a ship, suoh platforms are not oa~able of performing any 

operational function while underway. Therefore the various regulations of 
this Ji.nnox a.re not applicablo. 

The Ad Hoc Panel of IMCO and GE&U11? ox,vorts in their report MP/C0NF/I.NF.5 

undertook "to develop a. 1•ationale to eva.luat0 substa.noos which a.re carried as 

a. bulk liquid procluot or dry cargo or a packaged cargo". The pa.nel assumed 

that "the discharge would bo ma.de with a. vessol, undorwa.y and offshore"• 

13eoause there a.re significant cporat.tonal di1'1'eronoes betweon sh.1.pe a.nd 

platforms, an entirely diffaront approach £er controlling discharges from 

fixed platforms may be required. 

At the p.tasent time certain technology is available to fa.cili tate oontrol 

or discharges from fix0d sources, e,g. diff\lsQr heads at the gnds of discharge 

pipes, advanced treatment of vactes px•ior to discharge, rooyole methods, and 

judioious use 0£ thQ natural disp~rsion meoh:1.nisma ~£ the surrounding sea, 
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At least tho £ollowin8' factors ijhould be considered when devolopir!g 

discharge requirements for fixod platfol'Ills: 

(1) the types, volumes, and rates of dischari~ of materials £com 

fixed platforms, given the stationary nature of such stru.otu..res; 

(2) the proximity of fixed platforms to transport facilitios ashore; 

(3) depth of water at a fixed location and provailin6 tides, winds, 

and currents which will affect a discharge from a stationary 

structuro at that location. 

The United States of Amerioa proposes that a resolution b~ drafted by 

the Confaronoe requesting the Organization to undertake a study of the 

vroblems associated with discharges -from fixed platforms a.nd to ect.ablish 

procedures and arranffemonts whioh are applicable to the c,ntrol of suoh 

discharges. 

Pending the outcome of this study and the publication of standards by 

tho Orgo.nization, the Unitod States of America pro~oses the addition of tho 

following paragraph (d) to Regulation 6 which will except fixed pl~tforms 

£rem the provisions of Annex II: 

(d) fixod platforms. 


